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That nothing may be lost – part 3 
 
John 6:12 - 12 So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments that remain, so that nothing is lost. 
 
Recap: We started this series two weeks ago, with the story of Jesus’ multiplication 
of bread for 5000 people. In John 6:12, Jesus told the disciples to gather the 12 baskets 
full of fragments that remained “so that nothing may be lost”. 
 
They were to steward what was left of that miracle so that it would not be lost. In the 
verses that followed, Jesus revealed Himself as the Bread of Life and we see that this 
miracle was simply an illustrated sermon of who Jesus really is and what He does. 
 
The main point of that message was that God wants us to steward Jesus, the Bread of 
Heaven, to people around us. The revelation of who He is and what He does cannot be 
lost. We are to be carriers of Him. 
 
Last week, we saw how that after the multiplication of bread for 5000, Jesus 
multiplied bread for 4000, with many large baskets full of remains.  Jesus was trying 
to get the point across in a way that they would never forget. 
 
However, straight after two multiplications of bread for thousands of people the 
disciples wondered how Jesus was going to provide for 12 of them in the boat, since 
they had forgotten to take bread for the journey. Jesus told them, “Having eyes don’t 
you see? And having ears don’t you hear? And do you not remember?” (Mark 8:18). 
The main point of that message was that we need to remember the acts of Jesus so 
nothing is lost from the ‘memory bank’ of our lives. 
 
We looked at the Psalms 78:19-20 where the people in the desert said, “can God 
prepared a table in the wilderness?”  In verses 41 and 42, it says, Yes, again and 
again they tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 42 They did not 
remember His power: the day when He redeemed them from the enemy, 
 
When we don’t remember, when something is lost from the memory bank of our lives, 
we limit God! 
 
Today I want to continue talking about the importance of remembering. 
 

It is so important to remember 
 
In the O.T. God instituted feasts and altars and stones so His mighty acts wouldn’t be 
forgotten from generation to generation.  In the N.T., Communion is our meal to 
remember what Jesus did for us. He said, “do this in remembrance of Me”. 
 

5 reasons why remembering is so important 
 

1. Remembering takes the limits off of God 
 
Psalms 78:41-42 

 



	 2	

2. Remembering energizes our faith 
 

When we remember, we focus on God’s ability rather that the little we can offer 
in our own ability 

 
3. Remembering enlarges our ability to receive 

 
Mark 8:18 

 
4. Remembering stimulates gratitude and thanksgiving  

 
Psalms 103:1-2; Psalms 30:4  

 
5. Remembering makes us thirsty for more 

 
Psalms 143:5-6 

 
It is important to remember in difficult times  

 
Psalms 44:17  
 

It is important to remember in times of prosperity 
 
In fact, it is probably easier to forget God when everything goes well. 
 
Deuteronomy 8:11, 18-19 
 
11 “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His 
commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, 

 
18 “And you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you power to 
get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, 
as it is this day. 19 Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the Lord your God, 
and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this 
day that you shall surely perish. 
 
God doesn’t mind you prospering as long as you remember where you got it from 
 
Here's an example of remembering God in prosperity: 
 
1 Chronicles 29:12, 16 - Both riches and honour come from You, and You reign 
over all. In Your hand is power and might; In Your hand it is to make great and to 
give strength to all. 
 
16 “O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build You a house 
for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is all Your own. 
 
It is so important to remember God in whatever season we are in, especially when 
things go well. 
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Hosea 13:5-6 - I knew you in the wilderness, in the land of great drought. 6 When 
they had pasture, they were filled; They were filled and their heart was exalted; 
therefore they forgot Me. 
 
Jeremiah 22:21 - I spoke to you in your prosperity, but you said, ‘I will not hear.’ 
This has been your manner from your youth, that you did not obey My voice. 
 

Here’s one for young people: 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 - Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before 
the difficult days come, and the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure 
in them” 

Conclusion 
 
Whatever season of life we may find ourselves in, in trial or in victory, in difficulty or 
prosperity, in youth or old age, let us be intentional in remembering the goodness of 
our God, what He has done and Who He is. Let nothing be lost - not one memory, not 
one testimony. 


